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REAL ID IN SOUTH CAROLNA

Blythewood, SC — March 6, 2008 — As the deadline for states to apply for the federal
Real ID extension approaches, many South Carolina citizens question how Real ID will
affect them as individuals.

“While the decision to comply or not comply with Real ID is up to state officials,
it’s important for the citizens of South Carolina to understand how it will affect them,”
said Executive Director Marcia Adams.

Compared to the way SCDMV currently issues driver licenses and identification
cards, the process to issue a compliant Real ID credential will change considerably.
SCDMYV must take customer source documents, such as a birth certificate or social
security card, and verify them for authenticity and scan them into SCDMV records.
SCDMYV expects these additional steps to increase the average wait time in a field office
from 15 minutes to 45-60 minutes. That wait could grow to as much as two hours during
peak operating times.

The cost for a Real ID compliant credential will also significantly increase. The
current cost for a 10 year license is $25.00. A Real ID compliant credential, which can
only be valid for eight years, may cost as much as $60.00. To implement Real ID,
SCDMYV must develop new processes and build verification systems that do not exist on
the state and federal level. South Carolina will require $16 million in non-recurring funds
and $10 million in recurring funds to implement and maintain the Real 1D program.

SCDMV will not be able to issue Real ID compliant credentials over the counter
as it is done today. SCDMV will be required to change to a central issuance model, which
means that customers will not be able to leave a field office with compliant credentials on
the same day as their visit. Instead, they will be issued a temporary non-compliant
credential. The credential cannot be issued until SCDMV has electronically verified all of
the source documents. The compliant credential will be issued from SCDMV
headquarters and mailed to the customer within 2-3 weeks of their office visit. SCDMV
will continue to serve customers that do not want a compliant credential. The credential
they receive, however, must be marked as non-compliant.
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